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VOTING IN A TIME 
OF VIRUS, UNREST 
Voters navigated 
curfews, health 
concerns and mail-in 
ballots during 
Tuesday’s elections. 
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Gov. Cooper 
tells GOP 
convention 
with full 
house, no 
masks no-go 
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North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper on Tuesday refused 
to guarantee the full Repub- 
lican National Convention 
that GOP leaders want in 
Charlotte, leaving the door 
open for a scaled-back event 
but sending Republican offi- 
cials scouting other cities. 

The four-day convention is 
scheduled to start Aug. 24 at 
Charlotte’s Spectrum Center. 

In a letter, the governor 
told RNC officials that face 
coverings and social dis- 
tancing are “a necessity” as 
they plan a convention dur- 
ing the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. Republican lead- 
ers and President Donald 
Trump had asked for 19,000 
people in attendance with no 
social distancing and no 
masks. 

North Carolina is in Phase 
2 of its economic re-opening. 
Indoor gatherings are cur- 
rently limited to 10 people. 

“As much as we want the 
conditions surrounding CO- 
VID-19 to be favorable 
enough for you to hold the 
convention you describe in 
late August, it is very un- 
likely,” Cooper wrote RNC 
officials. “Neither public 
health officials nor I will risk 
the health and safety of 
North Carolinians by provid- 
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added to 
national 
convention 
worries 
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With violent protests erupt- 
ing across the country almost 
nightly, some are wondering 
whether the unrest could be a 
preview of what’s to come on 
the streets of Charlotte if the 
city ends up hosting the Re- 
publican National Conven- 
tion. 

Holding such a traditional- 
ly crowded political conven- 
tion during a pandemic has 
raised mostly public health 
concerns. But the potential 
threat to public safety has 
now become an issue with 
the prospect that extremists 
bent on setting fires and 
combating police could des- 
cend on Charlotte for a week 
in late August. 

“It’s a recipe for disaster 
and I can see a lot of people 
— particularly our own Char- 
lotteans — getting hurt,” said 
the Rev. Rodney Sadler, di- 
rector of the Center for Social 
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CMPD officers walk with demonstrators down East Trade St. in Charlotte on Tuesday. Demonstrators 
joined together at the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center in protest of the killing of George Floyd 
and other victims by police officers around the country. 
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A peaceful and chanting 
crowd of thousands marched 
through uptown Charlotte on 
Tuesday evening, ushering in 
the city’s fifth day of protest 
over the Minneapolis police’s 
killing of George Floyd. 

They massed at the city’s 
center of political power, the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Govern- 
ment Center, to call for change. 

They stood before the police 
department and chanted Floyd’s 
name. 

They slowed their march into 
uptown by taking a knee at East 
Trade and North Davidson 
streets, then sitting on the pave- 
ment as police held back traffic 
and a Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
police helicopter circled over- 
head. 

At times, the protesters took 
part in a walking call and re- 
sponse. “Tell me what democra- 
cy looks like,” some shouted. 
“This is what democracy looks 
like,” came the reply. 

The demonstration is by far 
the largest in the five days of 
protests surrounding Floyd’s 
death. 

The Minneapolis man, who 
was black, died last week after a 
white police officer kneeled on 
his neck for almost nine minutes 
despite Floyd’s pleas that “I 
can’t breathe.” 

The officer involved, who is 
white, was fired and charged 
with third-degree murder. Three 
other officers at the scene have 
also been fired. 

Floyd’s death has set off an 
escalating wave of angry pro- 
tests through dozens of U.S. 
cities 

On Tuesday, Khalil Rhodes, 
chairman of the city’s Black 
Political Caucus, called Floyd’s 
death, which was captured on 
video, a “public lynching.” 

“We support the right to pro- 
test and to express disappoint- 
ment and outrage at a system 
that seems to not value nor 
respect us and our lives,” 
Rhodes said in a statement 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Earlier in the day, Chief Jus- 
tice Cheri Beasley, who is Afri- 
can American, called on the 
state’s residents to understand 
the underpinnings of the state- 
wide demonstrations. 

“These protests are a re- 
sounding, national chorus of 
voices whose lived experiences 
reinforce the notion that Black 
people are ostracized, cast out, 
and dehumanized. Communi- 
ties are crying out for justice 
and demanding real, meaning- 
ful change,” Beasley said during 
a press conference. 

In Charlotte, the demonstra- 
tions have taken two shapes: 
Peaceful during the day. Con- 
frontational throughout the 
night. 

After peaceful demonstrations 
and marches in SouthPark and 
Freedom Park on Monday, the 


Justice and Reconciliation at eEdition at Tuesday. duality resurfaced Monday night 
Charlotte’s Union Presbyter- into Tuesday morning when 
ian Seminary. He’s been on charlotteobserver.com/ police say they confronted by 
Charlotte streets in recent eedition. protesters armed with guns, 

SEE RNC, 9A SEE MARCH, 7A 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

: : ; Business 5B Editorial 4B Obituaries 8A 

To subscribe or report delivery issues, : Classified 6B Horoscope 8B Sports 1B WU | HL Il | 
800-532-5350 or charlotteobserver.com/customer-service : Comics 8B Local 4A 7 "ig3520!54321"" 8 


+ eB 


